Introduction of

vertical shaft Brick Kiln (vsBKl tn South Africa - Social
Sustainable development is when a determined activity - besides being economically and environmentally
sustainable - is also socially sustainable. By adopting the VSBK technology, all three legs of sustainability are
add ressed.

For this reason, the VSBK is a perfect example of a
sustainable project, in that not only does it have a positive

impact from an economical and environmental point of
view, it also carries many significant social benefits:

a

lmproved environmental, health and safety conditions
Skills development
Job creation

o

Gender opportunity

O

o

(lmoge Source: http://en.wikipedio.org/wiki/File:Sustainable_development.svg)
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IMPROVED HEALTH AND SAFETY IN THE WORKPLACE

ln the more commonly used clamp yard, workers are at times exposed to gas emissions. However, with the
VSBK, workers have virtually no exposure to gases - due to the forced draft and single point source emissions
stack.

The potential risk of workers falling from heights or of collapsing brick stacks is also greatly reduced on the
VSBK.

The VSBK also offers an improved working environment, in that workers are working under a roof at all times,

thus avoiding exposure to wind, sun and rain.
EMISSIONS REDUCTION - IMPROVED NEIGHBOURHOOD LIVING CONDTTIONS

A reduction gases and particulates (PM) that occurs as a result of the
quality of air around the brickyard, and neighbouring areas.
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VSBK technology,

will improve the

SKILTS DEVELOPMENT

For proper operation of a VSBK requires trained workers and shaft supervisors with analytical and practical
skills. The employees on a VSBK will therefore require specific training in order to learn these skills. These

employees will have the opportunity to improve their skills permitting the possibility of career progression,
which will be generating an incentive to employees to improve their working level.
For proper operation of a VSBK requires a skilled workforce with analytical and practical skills. Employees on
a VSBK will, therefore, be required to undergo specific training in order to learn these skills. This will provide

opportunities for skills development and the possibility of career progression, which in turn will have
positive impact on incentivising employees to progress to higher working levels.

a

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

*

*p*ratis*s

by its very natu re a 2417
operatioh, and as such, requires shift work. This allows for

The VSBK tech nology

is

ongoing employment for VSBK operators.

* t*nstructi*n
A large number of jobs will be created

du

ring the

construction phase of each project. lt is estimated that a
module of 6 shafts would require approximately 5 000
ma n days.
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Due to the VSBK's greater need for reliable and skilled employees - and the fact that
the nature of operating the VSBK is physically less demanding - both men and

women will have equal opportunities to work at a VSBK plant. Both genders are
already well represented during all production processes in the brick factories.
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Vertical Shaft Brick Kiln
SA-VSBK Project

Office 80B, 107 Nicolson Street
Brooklyn, Pretoria 0181-, South Africa

Tel: +27 (0)21 346 5LO2
Fax: +27 (0)21 346 5106

info@sa-vsbk.org

www.sa-vsbk.org

